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JACK GARBER 

Statement 

HON ALANNAH MacTIERNAN (North Metropolitan — Minister for Regional Development) [9.46 pm]: 
In The West Australian last Saturday, 9 February, “The Ferret” threatened to do some unspeakable things to various 
politicians, lawyers, accountants and others once he found out their identities. I grew up in an area where ferrets 
were widely kept and I know what nasty, vicious creatures they are. I am quite prepared to acknowledge that, in 
2016, I was one of 21 people who provided a reference for Jack Garber. I was aware that there is always a risk as 
a politician in giving a reference. If I had just focused on my own interest, I would not have done it. However, 
I believe it is possible for people who have done wrong in the past to have contrition and they need to be given 
a chance to rebuild their lives. My reference was very measured. It set out that I had known Mr Garber for 
three years through his work in the Morley Senior High School community and at the Western Australian Council 
of State School Organisations. I described his dedication to that role. I acknowledged that Mr Garber had set out 
to me the extent of his deeds that had led to his disbarment as a lawyer 25 years before, and the remorse and 
contrition that he displayed about that conduct. I was not aware of the other matters to which “The Ferret” referred. 
The various tribunals that examined the matter would have access to a much more extensive history than what was 
available to me. My role was to set out my experience with Mr Garber and his community work over that time to 
help them get a full picture of this man. I do not expect this statement will deter “The Ferret” from attempting to 
munch my guts but I am happy to explain what I did and why I did it. Perhaps this will give “The Ferret” the 
courage to out it or their self. 
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